
Biography 
 

Gillo Dorfles was born in Trieste in 1910. After the outbreak of the First World War, his family 
moves to Genoa, where the artist spends his childhood. When the war ends, he returns to Trieste 
where he studies at the Classical Lyceum. He moves to Milan in 1928 to study medicine, but after 
three years he decides to complete his university studies in Rome under Cesare Frugoni; he 
graduates in 1934, specializing in neuropsychiatry. 
In the 1930s he is active as an art critic and essayist, contributing to La Rassegna d'Italia, Le Arti 
Plastiche, La Fiera Letteraria, Il Mondo, Domus, Aut Aut, The Studio, The Journal of Aesthetics. 
He starts painting in the 1930s. In 1948, together with Bruno Munari, Atanasio Soldati, and Gianni 
Monnet, he founds the Movimento Arte Concreta (MAC), whose aim is to breathe life into a new 
artistic language, capable of assimilating and superseding the European abstract research in the 
previous decades. The 1950s mark the beginning of Dorfles’ theoretical and critical activity, which 
is unquestionably innovative and disruptive with respect to the still-dominant assumptions based 
on Croce’s ideas. Dorfles is especially interested in the phenomena of mass communication, 
fashion, design, as well as painting, sculpture, and modern and contemporary architecture. Since 
the 1960s he has taught aesthetics in several Italian universities (Milan, Trieste, Cagliari), and 
since the 1980s he has gone back to painting and graphic art, which he had been forced to 
interrupt owing to his work.  
His numerous publications include: Discorso tecnico delle arti (1952), Le oscillazioni del gusto 
(1958), Il divenire delle arti (1959), Ultime tendenze nell'arte d'oggi (1961), Nuovi riti, nuovi miti 
(1965), L'estetica del mito (1967), Artificio e natura (1968), Kitsch. Antologia del cattivo gusto 
(1968), Elogio della disarmonia (1986), L'intervallo perduto (1988), Itinerario estetico (2011). 
In 2010, Gillo Dorfles. Calalogue raisonné, edited by L. Sansone, Edizioni Mazzotta, Milan is 
published; the volume documents all of Dorfles’ paintings, graphic art, and ceramic work. 
In 2015 Gli artisti che ho inconrato, edited by L. Sansone, is published by Skira; it is a collection 
of contemporary art essays published by Dorfles from the early 1930s to 2015. 
Dorfles has been internationally acknowledged as both an artist and a critic. In recent years 
exhibitions dedicated to his work have been held in Milan, (PAC, 2001, “The clandestine painter”, 
his first retrospective exhibition, Palazzo Reale, 2010, Fondazione Marconi, 2014), Bologna 
(Circolo Artistico, 2002), Trieste (Museo Revoltella, 2007), Chiasso (Max Museo, 2010), Rovereto 
(Mart, 2011), Urbino (Casa Raffaello, 2014), Rome (Macro, 2015). 
    
 


